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THE SITUATION OF AFFAIRS.

General McDowell received snch information at
Alexandria yesterday as to lead him to expect an
immediate aitack by the rebels on that point,
under General Lee.  In consceguence the greatest
activity prevails there, and fortifications are being
rapidly thrown wp on the approaches from Manas-
sas Junction and Richmond by the New York Fire
Zousves, the Fifth Massachuseits and other regi-
mentz. 1o reports of the number of rebel troops at
Manassas Juuction are varied and conflicting; but
it is Faid that Gen ral Scott and General McDowell
bave pozitive information of their number, and
that it dees not exceed 2,600 men, and moreover
that their discipline is imperfect, nd their outpost
and picket service very irregular.

Tbe troops in and around Washington are in
excollent heal'th ond in good spirits. The New
York Garihaldi Guard reached there yeaterday
morning, ené marched to the President’s hionse,
where they were received by Mr. Lincoln and
Gen. Camtron. The Guard, together with the
New York Ninth, received instant orders to pre-
pare for a long march. Their destination is said to
be the luterior of Virginia. The New York Seventh
received  intelligence from Adjutant General
Thomas vesterday that they have leave to retarn
home, and will be mustered ont of the service of
the Unitcd States by Lieut. Coggswell, of the
United Btates Army. He complimented them
Lighly on their prompt service to the gov-
erument in its lLour of peril. The President,
Becretery of War and Becretary of State also
passed warm encominms on the regiment. They
are to leave Waskington at six o'clock this even-
ing.

The Pre-ldent and Cabinet, after dae considera-
tion, ha.e docided npon the bmportant action of
General Dutler with regard to retaining the fogi-
tive alaves eclaiming shelter in his comp. The
couree of the General is fully sustained, and he is
ordered for the present to receive these fugitivea,
nnd keep an account of their value and the cost of
their subsistence, 'This decision may prove of
vast importance as the federal troops move far-
ther South, for there s no doubt that numbera of
fogitive slaves will seck protection inthe federal
Cammps.

The lostmaster General has officially ordered
that, after to day, the postal service in all the
seceeded Btates s at an end. Mail matter for
thess Btates, of every description, will, {rom to-
marrow forth, be sent to the Dead Letter Office,
Western Virginia s excepted from this proscrip-
tion: all the mall motter for that district will
hencefortly be seot to the Post Office at Wheeling
for distrihution.

Marper's Ferry contipues to be tho seat of
highly important military movements, and it is
high'y probable that decisive action will bLe
taken there within a few days. Threo brigades
of Ohlo troops were advanced in that direction
yesterday by Gen. MeClelland. Four Pensylvania
regiments—namely, the Bixth, Twenty first, Twen-
ty third and Twenty fourth—left Philadelphia and
arrived at Chambersborg, «n ronfe for the samo
point, early yesterday morning, Major General
Kein and «taff arriving there a few hours after-
wards. It Is betieved that General Scott intends
to surround Harpee's Ferry with an immense
army, ond military men of high standing have ex-
pressed the opinion that he will take possession of
that puint within ten days without loss of life.
There cannot be lows than between 20,000 and
30,000 federal troops In the immediate viclaity at
preasent, the advance posts extonding to Urafton.

It is said that the rebel forces there are greatly
alarmed by the approach of the Olio and Penn-
sylvania troops. They have fallen back ten miles
from Willismsport in the direction of Martioshurg
With regard to the number of men actunlly at
Harper's Ferry the reports are very conflicting -
ont statement being that they amount to 20,00,
while on the otber hand we are lnformed that
General Beott bas certaln Intelligence that they
do oot exceed 4,000. The probability is that
8bout 8,000 or 10,000 is nearer the correct amount,
It General Seott snoceedn, as he doubtiess will,
On getting possession of the Manassas Cap Jone-
tios, there will he no escape for Warper's Forrs.

From & careful calenintion, wo ar9 swisied that

different points, which may be considered seats of
ar, amounta to fally 9,000, and this does not in-
clude the men in the yarious camps whose loca-
tion is not yet decided upon. This force is ata-
tioned and commanded as follows : —
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We have reliable information that Mr, Davisand
his entire Cabinet took formal leave of Montgome-
ry on Bunday last, and proceeded to Richmond,
where they are no doubt now located. They
brought their families with them. CGeneral Davis
isto take command of the Confederate army in
person, and ex-Senator Wigfall, of Texas, has been
appointed his chief Aid-de-Camp. Ceneral
Beavregard is in command at Norfolk. The
flattering reporta of the Southern crops have been
greatly exaggerated. They are by no means
inas good a condition as represented, and the
prople are very uneasy about the prospect before
them. To many places throughout the South pro-
visions have already reached fabunlous prices—
butter bringing a dollar 8 pound, and other
artcles in proportion.

The rebel troopa around Foﬂ. Pickens gtill con-
tinue preparations asif they designed an attack,
but we are of opinion that the idea hag been, as
we before stated, altogether abandoned. Colum-
biads are, however, being monnted om the rebel
batteries, and a raft or floating battery is about
to be sent down the river. Colonel Brown
has notified Genmeral DBragg, however, that if
he continues his hostile operations he will open
fire opon him from the fort, and Bragg Las
replicd that he does not care for the fire, but
will go on with his movements. In this way a
fight may probebly be bLrought about at Fort
Pickens, after all,

The news from England received by the Ame-
rica at Halifax yesterday, shows thatthe American
question etill actively occupies the minda of
Hritish statesmen oand is the theme of Parliamen-
tary discussien. In the House of Lords the Earl of
Derby, Lords Brougham, Granville, Chelmsford
and Ceampbell had a passage of words with refe-
rence to the gunestion of the blockude, and as to
the difference between privateeriug and piracy, of
which we give a report in onr foreign news. A
wide difference of opinion exists between them
upon these subjects,

The News.

The Americn, from Liverpcol on the 18th, and
Queenstown the 19th of May, reached Halifax yes-
terday moruning. Her oews is three days later
than that by the Etra.

Cotton declined in Liverpool on Friday, the
17th inst., one-fofirth of a penry on the lower
qualitics and one-eighth of a penny on middling.
On PFaturday the market had a still further ten-
dency to decline, but the prices did not ehange.
The staple was steady in the Havre marlet, nt a
declive of one (ranc on the same day. Flour was
dull and quotaticas barely waintained in Liver-
pool.

Congola hod declined, closing in London, on the
18th of May, at 9124 o 015 for money, nnd 917 a
97, tor acconnt. Americun securities were in
improved demand and firm.

France had consented to evacuate Syria on the
Oth of Jupe.

The Galway steamslip American mail contract
was annulled by the Pestmasier General of Eng-
‘wud, but it was said the vessels would run as
usual.

Hon, Charles Francis Adams, Uniled States
Mipi=ter, bad been preseuted to Queen Victoria.
M. irallas has returned home in the America.

15th of May. The prospect of the salt crops and
miarket rates of the article are reported thus:—A

of last week, which bas checked our salt opera-
tions a little. We have, however, anample sup-
ply on tand. The demaud thi= week has been
semall. The last cargo of salt suld at this Cay |
brought eight cents,  The Rogal Stondord of
lutest date saye:—'* We regret to say there is
neither flour, corn, oats nor any kind of provisions
to be purchased in the colony, At Cockburn

of feed."”

The echooner Urbana, Captain Bmall, arrived
at this port yesterday from Iodianola, Texns, via
Havana, baving on board companica A and D of
the 2ecopd United States iofantry, in charge of
Captain Jordan, Becond infautry, and Licutenaut
Greene, First nfuntry—part of the troops that
were to be transported Lere by the steamship
Star of the West, Besldes the troops she brings
home twelve women and twenty children. The
remainiog five companies left about the same
time in the brig Mystic and schooner Horace for
this port. The troops are all well.

The uniform of the Confederate States army is a
short tunic coat of cadet gray cloth, double-
breasted, with two rows of brass buttons, two
inches spart at the wnist, and widening towards the
shoulders; pantaloons sky blue, made full in the
legs. ‘The buttons are plain gilt, convex form, and
three-quarters of an inch in diameter. The differ-
ent arms of the service are distinguished by the
color of the trimmings— blue for infuntry, red for
artilliry, and yellow for cavalry. The artillery
buttons are stamped with the letter A, but the in
fantry and cavalry buttons will bear only the nam-
ber of the regiment. The general and staff officers’
dress will be dark bloe cloth; the medical depart-
ment black cloth, with gold and velvet trimmings.
Badges of distinction will Lbe marked upon the
sleeves and collars - brigndier general, three large
stars on the collar: colonel, two stars; lieutenant
colonel, one atar; major, small star and horizontm
bur; captain, three swall stars: first leutemant,
two small «tars, and second lievtenant, one smail
star. The buttona for a general and staffl officers
are to have a raised eagle in the coatre, surrouad-
ed by thirtecn stars,

A despatch in to-day’s paper notices the snapen-
glon of some of the journals of Kentucky. The
Paducah Herald gaya it gives up the ghost on ac-
count of a decline in business, and the anticlpation
that the place will soon be ococupied by Northern
troops. The Columbus Creseent and the Hiokman
Courier were stopped for the want of patronage.
The Rutherford (Tenn.) Telegrop), an old paper,
Lna closed up on account of the fallure of its
patrons to pay. We Lave noticed from time to
time the suapension of o aumber of other soces
slon journals. One stopped last week [n Whecllng
Vs, nud two in Alexandria; another just previpusly
in Atiants, Ca., aad one ia Clarleston, B. €. The
newspapers ot the South are experlencing sather
tough times,

The Iatest New @rleans papers say that the light
house on Ehip laland was not destreyed, A regi-
ment was to be immediately despatelied to the
island.

The New Orloana Cvosoond sagy 1t 1y de warlght
impudence to ask Bonthern merchants to pay thelr
debta,

A dued with swords was fought Lhotwase two

the force of fodorsd treops sow in service at the |

We have filea from Torks Island dated on the |

considerable gquantity of rain fell the latter part |

Harbor the mules cannot be worked for the want |

sooeamion military officers at Pemsacola on the
234 imst. Oue of them was wouaded in the
ans,

Judge W. F. Bullock, of Louleville, having been
requeated to run a8 & candidate for Congress, says
if he is nominated by the Union Conveution of the
Feventh district of Kentucky he will accept the
nomination.

. With the permission of the Postmaater General,
Mesars. Jobn Woodruff and 0. B. Ferry, members
of the last Congress from Connecticut, have
franked twelve thousand letter envelopes and for-
warded them to the Connecticut regiments.

At the regular meeting of the Board of Alder-
men, held yesterday, a resolution was adopted
making the Metropolitan Record a Corporation
paper. A resolution authorizing the Btrect Com-
miseloner to procure a stand of regimental colors,
to be presented under the auspices of the Com-
mon Council to Colonél Townsend's Third regi-
ment of New York Volunteers, wai laid
over., The Union Defence Committes was
ordered to pay the necessary expenses incurred
by the Thirty-seventh regiment New York Vol-
unteers, commanded by Colonel McCunn. The
late presentment by the Grand Jury on the street
cleaning contract was received and referred to the
Committee on Laws. Bome other mattcrs were
Iaid over, and after a short sessiom the Board ad-
journed until Monday.

The 01a Bchool Presbyterian General Assembly,
now gitting in Philadelphia, on Wednesday
adopted, by a vote of 1564 to 66, Dr, Bpring's patri-
otic resolutions, declaring the loyalty of the Pres-
byterian denomination, The Fourth of July next
is set apart by these resolutions to be obscrved as
a day of fusting and prayer.

The Board of Councilmen were in session last
evening, and transacted a large amount of busioess,
A copy of the presentment made by the (irand
Jury of the General Bessions, relative to the Hack-
ley street cleaning contract, was seut in Ly the
Clerk, and referred to the Committee on Streets.
A resolution from the Aldermen, dirccting the
Unicn Defence Committee to appropriate #12,
to fit out the Lrigade of volunteers commanded by
Brigadier General Bickles, was referred to the Com-
mittee on National Affairs, A resolution from the
otbher Board, requesting the Union Defence Com-
mittee to pay the bills for clothing and other ar-
ticles furnished to Colonel MeCunn'a regiment, was
referred to the same committee. There was quite
& debate upon a motion to concur wih the
other Board in discontinuing the Day Hook as s
Corporation paper, by reason of ita disunion sen-
timents, in the course of which Mr. Orton said he
would state a significant fact, which was that the
Mayor did not sign the warrants for the salaries
of members of the Common Council for 1858 and
1859 (amounting to $08,000) until the Aldermen
refused to concur with the Councilmen in disoon-
tinning the Daily News as an official organ. The
resolution to concur in discomtinuing the Day
Book was laid on the table, after which the Doard
voted to adhere to their former action in discon-
tinuing the Day Book and News aa Corporation
papers. At a late hour the special order was
called up—namely, the concurrence with the
Aldermen in a resolution to purchase the West
Waslington market property from the State, at an
expense of $300,000, Afiwer some discussion the
Board agrecd to adjourn till this (Friday) eveniag,
to take final action upon it.

The number of inmates in the public institutiona
ot the city at present is 7,943-—-8 decrease of 73
within & week, The number admitted last week
was 2,103, and the nnmber who died, were dis-
charged or transferred was 2,176,

The Excise Commissionera wet yesterday, grant-
ed several] licenses and directed their attorney to
prosecite forthwith all vielators of the Excise
law, and adjourned to meet at three o'clock to duy
in the Common Plens chamber.

The foreign news hy the America, recelved yesterday,
reporting & ceclize of ' d.a Jd. per pound in colton,
was ot woticipated by the trade, and dealers scomod st
u Joes to understund on whal basis ibo declbusion could
bere tokea plece.  The largest avaiablo etock for export
s found in this city,and which (s ertimated oot to exceed
betwoen 20 000 aod 40 00 Lalea. Tho effect of the nowa
was ouly Lo suspend operstions, doalers heing digposed Lo
awail the Americe's private advices, or auntil the recsipt
of laster nows by another stonmer.  Holders were not dia
posed to submit to aoy relaxation of thelr viows, and con
tlaued to manifest contidence In the futues, A
gent'eman who left New Onlears on  the 224 lnet,
stated that lczs cotton and more corn hud keem plant
‘ ed in Meslsippi, and be notlced ln several places

that they were ploughing wp cottom and planting the
This might, however, have been in
l placcs whero the stands were nol very gool. Flowr,
| wheat snd corn opened with & good demand from the

trade and for export, and at full prises; but the recoipt
] of the Amorica’s news tended Lo check sales, and cansed
the warkst for emch to close heary aad dull. Tork,
uader the infducoce of the government demand, waa
more nctive, and closed at firmer prices: gales of wness
were made &t §16 70 o $17 36 for city and Westorn, and
| of prime at $12 574 n$12 75, Sugars were unchanged,
| while sales embraced 660 Lhda. Cuba snd 210 do. melado,
asd 076 boxes, at prices given lo anctber place, Coffes
wos steady, with sales cf ©00 bacs Rio, and mmall lota of
Maracaibvo and laguayra. Freghts were stoady, with
moderale cogagemeuls,

| fislds with corm.

1he News from Burope=Letters of Marque
and Reprisal,

We lenrn by telegraph from Halifax that in
a debate in the British I'nrlinment on American
affairs * the speakers generally opposed the
idem of privateers being pirntes.” This is only
what might be expected after the proclamation
of the Queen declaring the neutrality of Eog-
land, and placing the United States govern-
ment and {he Scuthern confederacy on the same
level in the war. Previously, from Lord John
Russell’'s statement in Parliament, that the
Southern confederacy mustbe recognized as s
belligerent, on the same ground on which Greece
was recognized as a belligerent when she re-
volted sgainst the Turkish empire, it was
evident that It was the intention of the Brit-
ish government, netwithstanding the treaty
of I'aris, to recogniee the right of the Southern
confederacy to issue letters of marque:
and unless the propesition of onr government,
made through Mr. Adams, to agree to the
treaty of_Parir, abolishing privaieering, should
induce the British ministry to modify ita policy,
it follows as & consenuence of the neutrality
that privateers holding the commissions of
Jefferson Davis will be entitled to take their
prizes into Britieh porte, where they will be
secure from recaptuf and s ¥ be sold. Ships
of an enemy may be captured one marine
league from the ports of a neutral, and it isnot
ccmpetent to the enemy to rescue them after
they are taken to the neutral's harbors. The
British neutrality laws and the Queen’s procla-
mation prohibit the fiitting out of privateers
against the United States in England, and for-
bid Britich subjects enlistiog in them, But the
neutrality does not extend so far a4 to prevent
privateers takicg American prizes into English
ports, Our merchant vesscls ought, therefore
to be cautioua and give a wide berth to any
- eusplolons craft on the British const, and they
ovght, If possible, to arm thewselves for their
own safely.

Seeing that the privatesra of the Southern
confederacy bave commenced thelr predatory
operation? on this pide the Atlastic, and will
probably be scon st work beyonde the ocean,
in the vicialty of the principal Baropeana ports,
eelziog cur ccmmercial vessels wnd making
thern prizea of war, it becomes important to
secoriain precise’y what is the aature of pri.

vateering, and what is the law of nations in re-
lation thereto

A privateer, as the name imports, isa private
armed ship, fitted out at the ownmer's expense
but commissioned by a belligerent government
to capture the ahips and goods of the enemy at
sea, or the ships of nentrals when conveying
to the enemy goods contraband of war. A pri-
vateer differs from a pirate in this, that the one
has a commission and the other has nome. A
privateer is entitled to the same rights of war
a8 the public vessels of the belligerent. A
pirate ship has no rights, and her crew are
liable to be captured and put to death by all
nations, as robbers and murderers on the high
seas. The policy of meutrals recognizing pri-
vateers as legitimate belligerent ships is found-
ed on the interests of humanity and the com-
mon deeire to prevent piracy. If privateers
were not recognized by neutral nations they
would become pirates, and instead of making
prisoners of the crews of prize veetels, they
would maesacre them, appropriate the cargoes
and sink the sbips. But, being recognized, they
are under the survelllance of the government
commissloning them as well as the govern.
ments of neutral nalions, and they are respon-
sible for their acts to both. The government,
moreover, which issues letters of marque is lia-
ble to neulral nations for the misdeeds of ils
privateers. To a government with a small
navy, or no pavy, and with slender resources,
privateers are a great advantage, because they
not only cost the government mothing, being
owned and equipped by private individuals,
but on the contrary they are a source of reve-
nue, for they are obliged to pay a per centage
on the value of their captures, in consideration
of their license,

The name of thia license is “ letters of
marque,”’ and is derived from the French, be-
ing equivalent to the word march or mark, in
the senze of boundary or fromtier. It had its
origin in the Middle Ages, when princes issued
to their subjects licenses to cross the march or
frontier of a neighboring Power in order to
mske reprieals for an injury. It was extended
to the high seas in the fourteenth century. Bui
the practice was not general till the end of the
tixteenth century. The first instance in which
the aid of privateers was deemed important in
war was in the struggle between Spain and
ber revolied provinces of the Netherlands.
The DPrince of Orange, the leader of the
revolt, iseued letters of marque against Spain
fn 1570, and his privateers became terrible.
Ever since that time the use of privateers has
been legalized in Enrope, unlees where parties
agree by treaty to abolish it as against each
other. The French were the firat, on a large
scale, o eend out thoee scourges of the aea.
The British imitated their example, and their
illustrious naval commander, Drake, was a
privateer. At the cloee of the French
war with England, by the peace of Amiens, the
latter nation had 30,000 French sailors in
prison. In cur Revolutionary war with Eng-
land the American privateers playel a very
important part. The exploits of Panl Jones
by lazd snd ses, making ralds upon the British

coasts, and sometimes capturing English ships-
olwar, are more like romance than reality.
The deeds of Caplain Reed, of iie General
Armstiong, are well known. The letters of
marque issued by the Continental (Congress
were beld to be valid two years before the
new government was recognized by any foreign
Power; and during the first year the American
privateers captured five hundred and thirty
Britich vesecls apd their cargoes, valued at
five millions of dollars. During the Revolu-
tionary war this country had filteen hundred
privatecrs on the ocean, having fifteen thou-
tand guns, In the war of 1812-15 the number
of Dritish ghips captured by American pri-
vateers was immense. It is clearly, therefore,
the interest of England to have privateering
abolished all over the world, and it is pro-
bable that the proposition of our government
will be acceded to. The right to issue letters
of marque and reprisal is given to Congress
by the constitution; but the exercise of the
right may be suspended, cspecially under the
extraordinary circumstances in which the
country is placed.

Tur Wanm Seasoy v AND Anrooyp Wasw-
moToN~We hope that before the meeting of
Congress, in July, the necessity of any large
body of troops on the low grounds of the
lower Potomnc will have ceased to exist. We
hope #0, becanse the evening and morning air
within the influence of the psisoneus exhala-
tiors of that river is charged wilh chills and
fevere. This malaria extends over the lower
hills immediately bordering the stream, and of
late years hus remdered even the P’resident's
house uninhabitable during the summer zeason,
except at the hazard of a “louch of the ague.”
The heights of Arlington and of Georgetown
are salubrious; but the flats and’ the foot hills
between the Washington Long Bridge and
Alexandria are no eafe camping places for
Northern men in July, Avgust and September.
General Scott, however, understands all this,
and hence we have an additional cause of con-
fidence in the theory of an early movement of
the Union troops now encamped between said
Long Bridge and Alexaodria to the more
elevated regions of the interior of Virginia.
From New York eouthward, along the Atlaatic
const, however, flannel shirts and warm dry
blankets for summer campaiguing are indis-
pensable if we would preserve the bealth of
our sol diers,

Carryrxa e War vmo Apnica Sone
Exovon,—A few days ago it was reported that
three fugitive slaves had sought the refuge of
General Butler's camp st Fortresa Moaroe, and
that, in anawer to the requisition of their master,
the General had declared them contraband of
war, and #0 bad retained them and set them to
work, Next day, it appears, cleven more of
these contraband niggers drop in, and the day
sucoccding forty more, and the day after that
there is an acocession of a hundred. Appre-
bending next a general slave stampede into his
camp, General Dutler appeals lo Washington
for inatructions concerning these contraband
niggers. The President approves of his con-
duct, and he s recommended to go on
as he has begun, In this matler he hat
atruck this Beuthera insurrection in a place
which is a8 vulnersble na the heel of Achilles;
and we dare eay that, in receiving and seizing
the slaves of rebels as contraband of war, this
Southern confederacy will be substantially sup-
pressed with the pacification of Virginia, The
Confedera'e armier may hold out for zome time
on short sMowances of clothing, corn bread
and ehisplastess; but when it comea to the
etarnpediog of their negroes by huodreds and
by thov sands, thay will be glad enough to sub.
wit to the sure protection of the Unisn

Impending Convaisions In Great Britaim.

The administration of Presideat Linocola has
suthoritatively proclaimed to the world, that
the idea s not, never has been, and never will
be entertained by our government, that a dis-
solution of the American Union can take place
under any circumstances whatever; that such &
thought has never been entertained by any
patriotic statesman, on this side of the Atlantic;
and that it must net be cherished by any Power
abroad, desirous of maintaining with us friend-
Iy relations. It is, nevertheless, evident that
the politicians of Great Britain are completely
befogged reepecting affairs in the United States.
The aristocracy and governing classes of Eng-
land, blinded by an insane and traditionsl
jealousy of demoeratic institutions, cannot dis-
misa the theory that republicanism is a foolish
experiment, which ‘must inevitably result in
anarchy, or In a military despotism. Hence the
irresolution, weakness, and halting course of the
Palmerston Ministry, as indicated in the Queen's
prociamation, in the speeches of Lord Johm
Ruseell and Lord Palmerston, in Parliament,
and in the instructions, that are reported to have
been given to the vessels composing the fleet
about to appear in American waters. [t is the
beginning of a hazardous game, pregoant with
fatare complications and embarrassments,
which must eventually react fatally upon
Great Britain herself, as the Revelution of 1776
reacted later upon France, deluging that king-
dom in blood.

The ministers of Louis XV1. delayed foralong
period, before they decided to interfere actively,
in bebalf of the revolted colouies, against
the efforts of (teorge l11. to suppress insurrec-
tion among his American subjects. Thirst for
vengeance, and bitter hatred against their old
rival, only displayed themselves, previonsly to
1778, in sftected neutrality; and when, two
years earlier, the Marquis de Lafayette, re-
solved to draw his sword in the cause of our
libertiee, ostentationa orders for his arrest
were given by the Court of Verzailles, though
with such concealed approbation of his mission
that he was enabled to leave for South Caro-
lina, with eleven other officers, entirely un-
hindered. Thén came the period when “Ameri-
can news created, in France,” says the histo-
rian, “a great gensation;’ but, for a while, a
rigid policy of non-interference was pro-
claimed, with just sech a Machisvellian pre-
tence of sincerity as Epgland will cover her
intentions with, respecting the Confederate
States, till it shall be convenient to throw off
the mask, and send a British Count d’Fstaing to
open a new chapter in our civil war. Only
four years after the close of our Revolutionary
conflict, the reed sown by it in France, pro-
duced its fruit. The assembly of the notables,
at Paris, February 22, 1787, was the first step
towards the overthrow of the Bourbon dy-
nasty! Bo quickly do dragon’s teeth, once
sown, spring forth from the sofl! The Court of
London has hegun to treat affairs between the
United States and its disloyal subjecte, exactly
a8 the Court of Versailles treated the relations
between the colonies and tbe mother couatry,
in 1776; and there are far grester probabilities
that the countenance it appears willing to give
to rebels against a free povernmient, will end
in a terrible convulsion in the British empire,
than there were, three-quarters of a century
gince, that the generous aid rendered by
France to ue, would culminate in Robespierre
and the Reign of Terror.

The aristocracy of England rejoice in the
diroyders and calamities that have befallen
the United States; but at the same lime, the
pecuniary gain Great Britain has hitherto de-
rived from both seetions of the American Union,
rerders it dangerous for her to quarrel with
cither. Every deeire exists, on the part of
Lotd John Russell and Lord Palmerston, to
widen the breach between the North and the
South; but they experience difficulty in adding
fuel to the fire, in such o manner that the con-
flagration will not extend to themselves.
Hence the shortsighted, though cunning make-
shift of recogniziog the Confederate States us
“belligerents.” and of thus virtually declaring
that the war of the loyal against the insurrec-
tionary members of the confederacy, is between
equsl and independent Powers. Hence the
cavil of Lord John Russell, respecting the “ef-
ficlency' of the blockade against the South-
ern coast, and the hint that it may pessibly not
be reepected. Hence, also, the care, ia the
Queen’s proclamation, to characterize the Wash-
ingten and Montgomery governmenta as ‘the
two contending parties,” a phrase which oc-
curs several times in that hypocritical docu-
ment. The tendency of such a compounding
between justice and respect for international
law, and sheer hostility towards a nation which
has grown to be a first class Power in the world,
under the wgis of free institutions, Is manifest.
It will lead to a crisia in England Itself, of
which the first symptoms are already un-
mistakeable. No ome ocan peruse the
journals of Manchester, Liverpool, and
other districts interested in the main-
tenance of the cotton trade, without per-
ceiving that a ferment has arisen, which could
only have been quelled by such a loyal, and
sincerely upright condemnation of the South,
on the part of the British Ministry, as conajst-
ency, and the circumstances of the case de-
manded. The ball has been set in motion by
its own blind folly, and no human beimg can
tell whom it may destroy before it shall have
ceazed to roll.

The course of the Waahlngton government
towards Grea! Britain ought to be open aand
straightforward. Mr. Lincoln should not per-
mit, for an instant, the recognition of the Con-.
federate States, as “belligerents,” in the sense
in which the word was ueed by Lord John Rus-
sell, in the House of Commons. The whole
country will sustain him in requiring from
Great Britain the explicit acknowledgment of
our right to put down rebellion in America,
just as we should leave unquestioned her com-
petencey to put down imsurrection in Weles or
Ireland; and any infringement of the blockade
thal has been instituted of Southera poria by
armed British veasels, shou!ld be at onge regard-
ed a8 a cagus balli,

Tur New Bovrnuesy Corroy Esronrattos
Law — It appeass that, before i3 adjournment,
the Confederate Congress at Mon'gomary, a one
houze and a one horze Congress, passed a law
probibiting the exportatica of cotton except
through the seaports ¢f the Confederate States.
The object of this law can only be to cut off
that “ald aad comforl” lo the Northera enemy
which weuld ba glvea Ia shipping Southera
cotion via Northera rivers aud rallroads aad
Biorthern seaports. The effect of the law
however, will be Lo sirengthen the blockade of
the Seuth, Brt the Gonfodermtes are posssdesd
of the idea thet, whan put to the plach, Eogiaad

*ad Fracce will cuf their way, if necessary,
into Bouthern ports, in order o got their
ton. In this expectation, wepmllot.tht:
federates will soon find themselves wo

8t fsult Nelihér Fngland nor France
ever become the confedernte of Jefl. Davic
against the United Btales for the sake of coston
for any such allisnce would ruin the cottoa
businees entirely.

Frsavoiar Braars or max Renir. Govery
MENT,—Notwithstanding the vaunted readiness
of Bouthern meu to sacrifice everything for the
cause of seceesionism, it turns out that tha
Montgomery fivanciers cannot get their fifteem|
million loam completed. Those who have god|
money bave no faith, and those who have faith
bave got no money. The fact, it must be
owned, ia not a very encouraging one, for i
indicates that sccessionism has taken but Litths
hold amcng those who have really any stake
in the welfare ot the South. In the setting up
of new governments, bowever, as in the com
mencement of young households, it is nacessary|
to keep up appesrances, With this view, Mr/
Jefferson Davis’ Secretary of the Treasury
emits  Joan of fifty millions before the first one
is taken up, This%s playing at the game of
brag with rather an open hand. There may be
diffieulty in discovering the exact mumeri
force of an enemy, but government loans
operations that cannot be easily kept disgifised
If the bundred thousand soldiers which the
Bouthern confederaoy is said to have put int
the fleld bave no better basis than its loa
we may safely conclude that a large propor
tion of them will turn out mere mea
buckram.

Seriously, the failure of this fifteen millio
loan is an ugly fact in the inception of Jefl
Davis’ promising young empire. Thers is bu
one resource now left him, and that is to play
the buccaneer financially as well as politically.
The whole of the specie in Southern banks et
the present moment is only about twenty-fi
milliona of dollare. This he will be sure o
pounce upon; for if necessity in ordinary cases
knows no law, in such a case as his it knows
no scruple, War cannot be carried on without|
money; and as it has been proclaimed to the
world that the Southern patriots will eat their|
boots mnerthnnbangdneompenodtosnterl
into fraternal relations with the North, it fol |
lows that these twenty-five millions will ha
to be conficcated before they arrive at mq
tough alternative.

Tur Biockark asp Its ErFrer—A Fone
TASTE OF THE Brarmiws or Resetiroy.—The
rebellious subjects of Jeft. Davis begin to fiad |
out that secession is not such an easy path to|
tread aa they were assured it was, The block-
ade kept up by our gquadron along the entire
Southern coast is makirg itself felt already in
the scarcity and consequent high price of pro-§
visions. Defore it was put in operation the ne-|
cessaries of life ranged at pretiy nearly tha
eame retes in New Orleamp as in New Yor
Since then, while there bas been no spprecia-
ble difference here, prices bave actually doubled
in the Crescemt Clty. Flour, which in New
York costs $5 per barrel, sells in New Orleans
at from $9 to $10; corn, whioh costs 45 ocentsl
per bushel here, costs there from 75 to 85 oents;
pork sells at $26 per barrel there, againat
$12 50 here, and 8o on with other articles. In
Virginia even provisions are only to be had at
famine prices, and that while hostilities are mot
yet u fortnight old in that State.

We know of no better way to bring the de-
luded adberents of secession to their senses|

ban by thus giving them a practical expe-|
riegee of the consequences of persisting in that!
criminal delusion. They have even yet some |
ooee idea that the blockade which locks up
their own products and leaves them utterly
valucless on their bands, and which shuta off
supplies from the teeming granaries of tha
Weet, may be broken by the English or?mncb
fleets. A few weeks more will probably opn’
their eyes to the egregious folly of entertaining |
such & hope. When the masses of the Southern
people realize, as they will then do, into what !
a suicidal position they have sllowed them- !
sclves to be duped, they may relieve the od- |
ministration of all further trouble in crushisg l
out the vile movemeat, by taking the mattar
into their own hands, and making ehort work
of the Montgomery traitors and their siders
and sbeltors. At all events, they will hall with
rejoicings the replanting of (he Stars and Stripes
in their citier and public places, aad the fede-
ral troops will be hailed, not a8 enemies, but !
g friends and deliverers, We trust and hope
that their deliverance will be spredy and com-
plete.

CoxsEnciai. EMBaanssments<PALLATY
ror Sovmiiy Rervorarien.—~The South hyp
almost to & man repudiated its Northera debta,
and eome of the receded States have even gogs '
#o far as to make it treason to pay & Northera
creditor. This ebameful disvegard of obligs-
tons, the pon-fulfilmeat of which war has
never before been held to excuse, has of
courss caused considerable embarrsssment
among commercial men generally In the loyal
States, The failures have beea more cumerona
than at any former period of cur commercial
history, and thore thal have aot beca utierly
ruined have been kept sfloat oaly by the ald of |
extensicns. In some of the Siatea effuris have
been made (o palliate the severity cf the crisis
by legislation, and ia Peansylvania o siny Ahw
has been passed with this object. Although
our communily eaffers more than agy ether |
from Southern dishooeaty, we do not waat th
sea thia expodient tried hore,  Any legislative
interference with the established course of
commercial businesa wa hold to be uacalled
for and mischievous as a precedent.

A simpler alternative, and one thal camzat
be prevented heceafter, is lucklly suggestad
by the eesacn which is at hand. The cousta
will all eoca terminate their sittings for the
svmmer vacadion, Let the courts tise »
meoath earlier aad resume thelr sittiags o
month later, and the suspenelon of legal pro« |
cess during the interval will give the mar:
tile commusity all the breathizg time they |
requite. It will neither be in the power of
vareasanable creditors mor hardhearted laod-
lords to hacaes the Lonaeily dlaposed, aad by
the time legsl preosedings cma asgala be
breught to bear upon them (he assets whish
are oow lecked up will, in all probabilt.
ty, be more avallable for the lgudation of
their obligatioas. Tils is tha only infulgeacs
that & community 8o sexsitive on the subjeot of
Ita commercial homor should be satisfied ta
accept It {a fortunately one thas thers onn
he no impropristy la graniiog,

Diavenr anp Rionrey Svomes.—The proacla-
maticn of Gronoral MaOleilazd, ot Obie, “c tha
Uniza men of Wastera Vigiala' Iy mnm‘ﬂ
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